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KEEP FOCUSED! 

 The weather may not show it, but 

spring is definitely here.  Student disci-

pline referrals have climbed sharply in the 

past two weeks.  Parents, please remind 

your children that we have the same ex-

pectations for good behavior now that we 

have had all year.  Students need to follow 

playground and bus rules as well as class-

room rules.  Students also need to keep 

focused on learning.  We have six more 

weeks of school and lots more to learn!  

 

 

             

 

 

RACING TO READ  

 Congratulations to the first place 

team members at Lancaster who won the 

Iditarod Race! Members were Makaea 

Forbes, Jerry Ross, Andrew Betts, August 

Scholz, Bailey Buttron, Madison Hethering-

ton, Sara Hamilton, Presley Joice, Josh 

Weaver, Nathan Bissell, Samantha Harden, 

and Lauren Fedrick. The students were 

divided into teams with a fourth grade 

team leader.  Each team raced the Alaskan 

Iditarod trail by reading every night.  The 

pages read were converted into miles every 

day and the children anxiously waited for  

 

their teamõs update. The high school bas-

ketball team members were invited to a 

reading celebration to show that if you 

have a goal and work hard, you can be suc-

cessful.  Mrs. Crooks planned this great 

activity.  All together, students read 

72,000 pages in the month of March!  

 

ASSESSMENTS  

 The third and fourth grade stu-

dents have completed the State Assess-

ments in Reading and Math.  Because they 

took the paper/pencil version, scores were 

not immediately available.  

 

 MAP Assessments will take place 

from April 30 to May 11. All second, third, 

and fourth graders will be tested in read-

ing, language and math.  They will be bused 

to the Middle School to take the tests in 

their computer labs.  We hope to see 

growth from the fall testing.  A new K -2 

MAP Assessment is available for purchase. 

We are considering adding that assess-

ment next year and eliminating some of the 

other testing we do.  We are also adding 

the Science assessment for 4 th  grade since 

they will be taking the Kansas Science As-

sessment next year.  The MAP would give 

us some information in the fall to help pre-

pare for the spring assessments.  
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J 27 Deadline for points for 
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J 30- May 11 MAP Testing  
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often invited to attend. Sometimes 

there are restrictions on the number 

of parents who can be accommo-

dated, and a lottery is used to de-

termine who can go.  

Study trip guidelines:  

 1.   The teacher plans the trip and 

is in charge of all activities and deci-

sions before and during the trip.  

 2.   The teacher decides how to 

group the students.  

 3.   Parents who are invited to 

chaperone agree to supervise a small 

group of students at all times ñ

during the presentations, at the 

restrooms, during lunch, and on the 

bus.  They are under the direction of 

the teacher. Any problems or con-

cerns should be immediately re-

ported to the teacher.  

 4.   Parents who do not want the 

responsibility of supervising other 

children may simply accompany their 

child.  

 5.   Parents who attend study trips 

will not purchase treats or gifts for 

anyone other than their child, unless 

they are providing it for every stu-

dent in the class, and have the 

teacherõs approval prior to the trip.  

This is a fairness issue.  

 6.   Parents may not bring other 

children with them.  The trip is a 

special activity for the child in the 

class. 

 7.   All students ride to the desti-

nation on the school bus or in a 

school vehicle.  They may be signed 

out to their parent at the end of the 

trip if there is no expectation of 

having class on returning to school. 

Parents may also sign permission for 

their child to go with another parent 

at the end of the trip.  

 8.   Parents are responsible for 

their own lunch and entrance fees to 

events. Parents who chaperone are  

expected to ride the bus.  Other 

parents may ride the bus if there is 

room. 

 9.   Parents should avoid cell phone 

conversations that disrupt the stu-

dents, teachers, or the activity.  

 

      We welcome your participa-

tion in study trips and hope that the 

day will be enjoyable for all.  

 

BEST WISHES TO  

MICHAEL MILLER  

 Welcome home to Michael 

Miller, father of Landen Miller, Lan-

caster.  Mr. Miller was wounded in 

Iraq and has returned home for 

treatment.  

 

 

 

 

IMPORTANT  

LIBRARY DATES  

 

 April 27 is the deadline for 

AR incentives awards.  Awards  will 

be given out at the May Awardõs 

Days.  Library books due:  

 Lancaster - May 7 

 Effingham - May 8  

 Cummings - May 9 

 

 Parents will be billed for 

books not returned at replacement 

cost, and books that are damaged 

beyond repair.  
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 CBM testing will take place 

the next two weeks.  During Life 

skills class, the students will take 

the math and writing portions.  

Reading will be done the week of 

April 23.                                   

 Kindergarten and first grade 

will be screened in May with the Ob-

servation Survey.  This is done in the 

fall, winter and spring.  

 

SUMMER SCHOOL  

 We are in the process of 

planning summer school K-12.  The 

Elementary summer school will be 

offered at Effingham Elementary.  

Students from Lancaster and Cum-

mings attendance centers will be 

bused to Effingham. Summer school 

will run from June 5 -June 28, from 

8:30 -11:30 daily.  There is a possibil-

ity that breakfast and lunch will be 

offered.  The focus will be on read-

ing and math for students who are 

below grade level. It is very impor-

tant that students who are not 

meeting grade level standards at-

tend summer school.  We are ac-

countable for all students reaching 

proficiency. Some children need ex-

tra help and extra time in order to 

do that.  Parents, you can help by 

making sure that your child attends 

if they are given a summer school 

letter.  Letters will go out next 

week. 

 

 

 

 

 

STUDY TRIP GUIDELINES  

 Study trips are just that ña 

chance for students to see and learn 

about their curriculum in the outside 

world.  They are class trips, not fam-

ily outings, although parents are      

  


