
Thank YOU! 

I appreciate all the par-

ents that have sent in wa-

ter bottles for the class-

room!  This is wonderful—

the class is set until the 

spring! 

3 Ring Binder 

Each month when we visit 

a country, your child 

makes a flag, map and 

paper doll representing 

the dress of that country.  

I place the items in page 

protectors.  If you would 

like your child’s items 

placed in a 3 ring binder, 

please send one and we 

will have the items organ-

ized and will send it home 

at the end of the year.    

THIS WEEK IN 3RD GRADE. . . 

Lancaster 3rd Grade 

UPCOMING EVENTS. . . 

This has been a thoroughly enjoyable week!  We have 

worked hard and students have put forth a great deal 

of effort.   

In math this week we have focused on subtraction 

skills.  We discussed subtraction patterns and re-

grouping from tens and ones.  Most students have 

progressed well and I am pleased with their abilities. 

The whole class read the book Cam Jansen and the 

Mystery of the Babe Ruth Baseball in their reading 

groups this week.  The students enjoyed making pre-

dictions about what would happen nextñwe learned 

that good readers are always making predictions 

about what will happen in a book.   

Science found us focusing on our digestive system 

again this week.  We watched a video from the Magic 

School Bus Series about the digestive system and saw 

video of a stomach and swallowing. 

Social Studies was all about geography and land-

forms.  Students learned about different landforms 

and made a poster.  We will continue this next week 

when we discuss our nation and the landforms that 

are on it. 

Our country this month is 

Russia and we are learning 

about the country and the 

culture.  Students have 

made a flag, map and paper 

doll from the country.  We 

are learning a few words 

and phrasesñbut I am not 

nearly as knowledgeable in 

Russian as I was in Spanish! 

Mrs. Crooks October 5, 2007 

Fluency Scale 

Last week I sent home a 

paper indicating I had 

graded each child on 

their “fluency.”  There 

were some questions 

about the grade and I’d 

like to explain what flu-

ency is and what I am 

looking for when I grade.    

Fluency is described as 

the ability to read 

smoothly, easily and 

readily with freedom 

from word recognition 

problems.   As your child 

improves in their reading 

ability they will be able to  

recognize many words 

quickly and accurately by 

sight and less by sound-

ing them out.  Fluency 

comes when the child 

can recognize the word, 

understand the book and 

then read with expres-

sion.   

The form I sent with each 

child gives me a baseline 

for the year and lets me 

know what skills I can 

work on with each child.   
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SPELLING WORDS 
WEEK OF OCTOBER 7, 2007 

1. dinner 

2. signal 

3. fiddle 

4. favor 

5. collar 

6. handle 

7. summer 

8. travel 

9. metal 

10. motor 

11.  cellar 

12. barrel 

13. center 

14. sailor 

15. stumble 

16. accept 

17.  equipment 

18. invisible 

19. perform 

20. talented 



tomers or clients. 

If the newsletter is distributed 

internally, you might comment 

upon new procedures or im-

provements to the business. 

Sales figures or earnings will 

show how your business is 

growing. 

Some newsletters include a 

column that is updated every 

issue, for instance, an advice 

column, a book review, a letter 

from the president, or an edito-

rial. You can also profile new 

employees or top customers or 

vendors. 

This story can fit 100-150 

words. 

The subject matter that appears 

in newsletters is virtually end-

less. You can include stories 

that focus on current technolo-

gies or innovations in your 

field. 

You may also want to note 

business or economic trends, or 

make predictions for your cus-

I NSIDE  STORY  H EADLINE  

Mrs. Crooks Page 3 

Caption describing picture or 

graphic. 

Caption describing picture or 

graphic. 

be out of context. 

Microsoft Publisher includes 

thousands of clip art images 

from which you can choose and 

import into your newsletter. 

There are also several tools you 

can use to draw shapes and 

symbols. 

Once you have chosen an im-

This story can fit 75-125 words. 

Selecting pictures or graphics is 

an important part of adding 

content to your newsletter. 

Think about your article and 

ask yourself if the picture sup-

ports or enhances the message 

youõre trying to convey. Avoid 

selecting images that appear to 

age, place it close to the article. 

Be sure to place the caption of 

the image near the image. 

I NSIDE  STORY  H EADLINE  

I NSIDE  STORY  H EADLINE  

This story can fit 150-200 

words. 

One benefit of using your news-

letter as a promotional tool is 

that you can reuse content from 

other marketing materials, such 

as press releases, market stud-

ies, and reports. 

While your main goal of dis-

tributing a newsletter might be 

to sell your product or service, 

the key to a successful newslet-

ter is making it useful to your 

readers. 

A great way to add useful con-

tent to your newsletter is to 

develop and write your own 

articles, or include a calendar of 

upcoming events or a special 

offer that promotes a new prod-

uct. 

You can also research articles 

or find òfilleró articles by ac-

cessing the World Wide Web. 

You can write about a variety 

of topics but try to keep your 

articles short. 

Much of the content you put in 

your newsletter can also be 

used for your Web site. Micro-

soft Publisher offers a simple 

way to convert your newsletter 

to a Web publication. So, when 

youõre finished writing your 

newsletter, convert it to a Web 

site and post it. 

òTo catch the reader's 

attention, place an interesting 

sentence or quote from the 

story here.ó 
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BACK  PAGE  STORY  H EADLINE  

newsletter a personal touch. If 

your organization is small, you 

may want to list the names of 

all employees. 

If you have any prices of stan-

dard products or services, you 

can include a listing of those 

here. You may want to refer 

your readers to any other forms 

of communication that youõve 

created for your organization. 

You can also use this space to 

remind readers to mark their 

calendars for a regular event, 

such as a breakfast meeting for 

vendors every third Tuesday of 

the month, or a biannual char-

ity auction. 

If space is available, this is a 

This story can fit 175-225 

words. 

If your newsletter is folded and 

mailed, this story will appear 

on the back. So, itõs a good idea 

to make it easy to read at a 

glance. 

A question and answer session 

is a good way to quickly cap-

ture the attention of readers. 

You can either compile ques-

tions that youõve received since 

the last edition or you can sum-

marize some generic questions 

that are frequently asked about 

your organization. 

A listing of names and titles of 

managers in your organization 

is a good way to give your 

good place to insert a clip art 

image or some other graphic. 

Lancaster Elementary  

Caption describing picture or 

graphic. 

This would be a good place to insert a short paragraph about your or-

ganization. It might include the purpose of the organization, its mis-

sion, founding date, and a brief history. You could also include a brief 

list of the types of products, services, or programs your organization 

offers, the geographic area covered (for example, western U.S. or Euro-

pean markets), and a profile of the types of customers or members 

served.  

It would also be useful to include a contact name for readers who want 

more information about the organization. 

Weõre on the Web! 

example.microsoft.com 

Organization  


